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On Sept. 20, the Supreme Labor Tribunal's nine judges voted unanimously to declare the oil
workers' strike "abusive," or illegal. The court ordered strikers back to work, and said it would
later decide whether fines could be imposed if the order was violated. The ruling permits the staterun oil company Petrobras to discount idle days from strikers' paychecks, and fire employees who
continue to participate in the strike. On Sept. 11, 55,000 oil workers walked off the job to pressure
management into approving a 371% pay hike, reinstatement of 800 dismissed employees, and an
end to plans to privatize Petrobras. Petrobras made a final offer of an 82% raise, with the possibility
of an additional 4% for improved productivity. The unions' other demands were not mentioned.
The labor tribunal decided on a 100% pay increase, including an additional 4% productivity bonus.
Petrobras is legally required to meet the court's figure. Justice Almir Pazzianotto said the strike was
considered abusive because oil workers failed to maintain a minimum output of refined petroleum
products, set at 400,000 barrels per day, particularly gas for domestic use. Manuel Cancela, leader of
the Rio de Janeiro union, and member of the national strike command, said the nation's strike law
required workers to maintain "activities essential to the population." He added, "We have done that
since the strike began." Oil workers' unions decided Friday evening to continue the strike, despite
the Tribunal ruling. On the afternoon of Sept. 22, Petrobras management announced the dismissal
of six workers at the Paulinha refinery (Sao Paulo state), the country's largest. Six oil worker unions
decided to end the strike on the same day. The decision to return to work affected seven refineries
and some of the nation's oil loading terminals. On Sept. 23, Petrobras president Ernesto Weber
said the company lost $100 million result of the 11-day strike. On Monday, the only oil workers
on strike were employees at the Mai de Deus (Bahia state) port terminal. The strikers demanded
reinstatement of two union leaders fired during the walk-out. (Basic data from Notimex, 09/20/91;
AP, 09/21/91; AFP, 09/20-23/91)
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